
  

We’ll take a brief break for the holiday season and return on January 10th. As the year closes out, 
we note that we are just shy of 40,000 subscribers.  Our office would like to thank each of you for 
your attention and dedication to the challenging work of rural health.   

December 20, 2018 

 
Funding Opportunities 

NHSC: Students to Service Loan Repayment Program – EXTENDED to December 27.  The 
National Health Service Corps (NHSC) awards up to $120,000 to medical and dental students in 
their final year of school in exchange for a three-year commitment to providing primary care 
services at NHSC-approved sites in rural and underserved areas.  Review the 2019 Application 
and Program Guidance for more information on how to apply. In FY 2018, nearly 80 students were 
placed and are providing primary care services in rural areas through the NHSC Student to Service 
Loan Repayment Program.  The deadline for application has been extended one week to 
December 27 at 7:30 pm ET. 

NIH High-Priority Research on Aging – Letters of Intent January 1.  The National Institutes of 
Health (NIH) names health and well-being of older residents in rural areas as one of seven high 
priority areas for behavioral and social research of relevance to aging.  Specifically, the NIH seeks 
to build “infrastructure support [that] will facilitate research networks through meetings, 
conferences, small-scale pilots, short-term educational opportunities (such as intensive workshops, 
summer institutes, or visiting scholar programs) to encourage growth and development” of aging-
relevant research. Deadline for application is February 1. 

DOJ Grants for Culturally-Specific Sexual Assault Services – Letters of Intent January 
30.  The U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ) will make 12 awards of up to $300,000 each for 
community-based organizations with expertise in sexual assault intervention for one or more the 
following ethnic minorities: American Indians and Alaska Natives, Asian Americans, Native 
Hawaiian and other Pacific Islanders, African Americans, and Hispanics.  Activities may include 24-
hour hotline services; assistance through medical, criminal justice and social support systems; 
and/or crisis intervention and other short-term support services.  Proposed activities must extend 
beyond intimate partner violence to include a broad range of survivors such as child and youth 
survivors, adults abused as children, and victims sexually assaulted by those other than an intimate 
partner.  In rural parts of the country, the effects of violence and abuse are often exacerbated by 
limited access to support services for victims, a lack of acceptance for alternative lifestyles, 
distance, transportation barriers, stigma, and other challenges.  Deadline for application is 
February 13.  

AAP Community Access to Child Health (CATCH) – January 31.  The American Academy of 
Pediatrics (AAP) will make grants ranging from $2,000 – 10,000 for planning and implementation 
projects that advance the health and well-being of children in underserved communities.  Funded 
projects must predominantly serve a population of children with unmet health needs or 
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demonstrated health disparities and aim to develop strong, broad-based community 
partnerships.  They must also be led by an AAP-member pediatrician who plays a significant role in 
the project.  The most recent policy brief from the National Advisory Committee on Rural Health & 
Human Services is Exploring the Rural Context for Adverse Childhood Experiences. 

USDA Rural Energy for America Program – January 31.  The U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) will provide grants to state and local governments, federally-recognized tribes and rural 
power suppliers among other eligible entities, to assist small businesses (including health care 
facilities) and agricultural producers located in eligible rural areas.  Assistance provided must 
consist of energy audits, renewable energy technical assistance, and/or renewable energy site 
assessments to increase American energy efficiency and independence. 

NIH Researching HIT for Health Disparities – Letters of Intent February 4.  The National 
Institutes of Health (NIH) will provide funding for research that examines how adoption of health 
information technology (HIT) impacts minority health and health disparity populations (including 
rural) in access to care, quality of care, patient engagement, and health outcomes.  Eligible 
applicants include, but are not limited to, state and local governments, tribal governments, public 
and private, non-profit organizations, and public or private institutions of higher learning.  Deadline 
for application is March 4.  

Advanced Nursing Education Nurse Practitioner Residency Program – March 4.  The Health 
Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) will make 20 awards for total funding of $20 million 
to eligible schools of nursing, nurse managed health clinics, academic health centers, state or local 
governments, and other private or public non-profit entities.  The purpose of the program is to 
prepare nurse practitioners for primary care practice, with a preference for Nurse Practitioner 
Residency programs that benefit rural or underserved populations.  

 
Policy Updates 

Visit the FORHP Policy page to see all recent updates and send questions to 
ruralpolicy@hrsa.gov 

All Hospitals Must Make Standard Charges Public – Effective January 1.  CMS released 
responses to Frequently Asked Questions regarding the policy that hospitals must establish, 
update, and make public a list of their standard charges for all items and services, effective 
January 1, 2019.  This policy applies to all hospitals operating in the U.S., including critical access 
hospitals, inpatient rehabilitation facilities, and inpatient psychiatric facilities.  The charges must be 
provided in a machine-readable format that can be easily imported/read into a computer system 
(e.g., XML, CSV). A PDF does not satisfy this definition.  The policy was finalized in the 2019 
Inpatient Prospective Payment System (IPPS) rule published on August 2, 2018. 

Nominations:  Advisory Panel for Outreach and Education – January 16. CMS requests 
nominations for new members of the Advisory Panel for Outreach and Education (APOE) that will 
advise the Department of Health and Human Services and CMS on education programs that help 
the public select health insurance coverage.  CMS seeks expertise in a variety of fields including 
health communications and social media, senior citizen advocacy, disability policy health, 
economics research, behavioral health, health insurers and plans, health IT, direct patient care, 
and outreach to minority and/or underserved communities, including rural.  

Comments Requested: Changing Privacy Regulations in HIPAA – February 12.  The Office for 
Civil Rights (OCR) at the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services seeks comments from 
the public on certain aspects of the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Flinks.govdelivery.com%3A80%2Ftrack%3Ftype%3Dclick%26enid%3DZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTgxMjIwLjk5MzIwMDExJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE4MTIyMC45OTMyMDAxMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE4MDMwMjIzJmVtYWlsaWQ9bWVyaWNhLmEudHJpcHBAbWFpbmUuZ292JnVzZXJpZD1tZXJpY2EuYS50cmlwcEBtYWluZS5nb3YmZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg%3D%3D%26%26%26107%26%26%26https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hrsa.gov%2Fadvisory-committees%2Frural-health%2Fpublications%2Findex.html&data=02%7C01%7Cmerica.a.tripp%40maine.gov%7Cfd09666e71674d02ce1f08d6667b9820%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C636809078370440642&sdata=e4XRz7gs7oqYmBeNpUZ%2BWoagoddQ8lB62qQHQvfL9KI%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Flinks.govdelivery.com%3A80%2Ftrack%3Ftype%3Dclick%26enid%3DZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTgxMjIwLjk5MzIwMDExJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE4MTIyMC45OTMyMDAxMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE4MDMwMjIzJmVtYWlsaWQ9bWVyaWNhLmEudHJpcHBAbWFpbmUuZ292JnVzZXJpZD1tZXJpY2EuYS50cmlwcEBtYWluZS5nb3YmZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg%3D%3D%26%26%26108%26%26%26https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rd.usda.gov%2Fprograms-services%2Frural-energy-america-program-energy-audit-renewable-energy-development-assistance&data=02%7C01%7Cmerica.a.tripp%40maine.gov%7Cfd09666e71674d02ce1f08d6667b9820%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C636809078370440642&sdata=IqykO6xygHCKUsAPkA46a94JNO47EwerkUsFpq8ZEiQ%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Flinks.govdelivery.com%3A80%2Ftrack%3Ftype%3Dclick%26enid%3DZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTgxMjIwLjk5MzIwMDExJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE4MTIyMC45OTMyMDAxMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE4MDMwMjIzJmVtYWlsaWQ9bWVyaWNhLmEudHJpcHBAbWFpbmUuZ292JnVzZXJpZD1tZXJpY2EuYS50cmlwcEBtYWluZS5nb3YmZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg%3D%3D%26%26%26109%26%26%26https%3A%2F%2Feligibility.sc.egov.usda.gov%2Feligibility%2FwelcomeAction.do%3FpageAction%3DRBSmenu&data=02%7C01%7Cmerica.a.tripp%40maine.gov%7Cfd09666e71674d02ce1f08d6667b9820%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C636809078370450650&sdata=clV9vlq7JNLBW05%2BDRBC9eikD6OwITW3m0d6RXzvLB8%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Flinks.govdelivery.com%3A80%2Ftrack%3Ftype%3Dclick%26enid%3DZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTgxMjIwLjk5MzIwMDExJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE4MTIyMC45OTMyMDAxMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE4MDMwMjIzJmVtYWlsaWQ9bWVyaWNhLmEudHJpcHBAbWFpbmUuZ292JnVzZXJpZD1tZXJpY2EuYS50cmlwcEBtYWluZS5nb3YmZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg%3D%3D%26%26%26110%26%26%26https%3A%2F%2Fgrants.nih.gov%2Fgrants%2Fguide%2Fpa-files%2FPAR-19-093.html&data=02%7C01%7Cmerica.a.tripp%40maine.gov%7Cfd09666e71674d02ce1f08d6667b9820%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C636809078370460662&sdata=uLEYAv3WPlgRTPek8iqv9K4NUVqWvh8kb4%2FtWJlZdck%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Flinks.govdelivery.com%3A80%2Ftrack%3Ftype%3Dclick%26enid%3DZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTgxMjIwLjk5MzIwMDExJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE4MTIyMC45OTMyMDAxMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE4MDMwMjIzJmVtYWlsaWQ9bWVyaWNhLmEudHJpcHBAbWFpbmUuZ292JnVzZXJpZD1tZXJpY2EuYS50cmlwcEBtYWluZS5nb3YmZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg%3D%3D%26%26%26111%26%26%26https%3A%2F%2Fwww.grants.gov%2Fweb%2Fgrants%2Fview-opportunity.html%3FoppId%3D311060&data=02%7C01%7Cmerica.a.tripp%40maine.gov%7Cfd09666e71674d02ce1f08d6667b9820%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C636809078370470667&sdata=NpJFsQWnBREV%2FFgCzpgsmZUbBcNyReqN3HrQz%2FXvHVw%3D&reserved=0
link
mailto:FORHP%20Policy%20page
mailto:ruralpolicy@hrsa.gov
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Flinks.govdelivery.com%3A80%2Ftrack%3Ftype%3Dclick%26enid%3DZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTgxMjIwLjk5MzIwMDExJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE4MTIyMC45OTMyMDAxMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE4MDMwMjIzJmVtYWlsaWQ9bWVyaWNhLmEudHJpcHBAbWFpbmUuZ292JnVzZXJpZD1tZXJpY2EuYS50cmlwcEBtYWluZS5nb3YmZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg%3D%3D%26%26%26112%26%26%26https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cms.gov%2FMedicare%2FMedicare-Fee-for-Service-Payment%2FProspMedicareFeeSvcPmtGen%2FDownloads%2FAdditional-Frequently-Asked-Questions-Regarding-Requirements-for-Hospitals-To-Make-Public-a-List-of-Their-Standard-Charges-via-the-Internet.pdf&data=02%7C01%7Cmerica.a.tripp%40maine.gov%7Cfd09666e71674d02ce1f08d6667b9820%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C1%7C636809078370470667&sdata=9oYkjsCoeh0gmMsepVyItYN%2FSWdS8dh4u0pycJi8ZYE%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Flinks.govdelivery.com%3A80%2Ftrack%3Ftype%3Dclick%26enid%3DZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTgxMjIwLjk5MzIwMDExJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE4MTIyMC45OTMyMDAxMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE4MDMwMjIzJmVtYWlsaWQ9bWVyaWNhLmEudHJpcHBAbWFpbmUuZ292JnVzZXJpZD1tZXJpY2EuYS50cmlwcEBtYWluZS5nb3YmZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg%3D%3D%26%26%26113%26%26%26https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cms.gov%2FMedicare%2FMedicare-Fee-for-Service-Payment%2FAcuteInpatientPPS%2FFY2019-IPPS-Final-Rule-Home-Page.html&data=02%7C01%7Cmerica.a.tripp%40maine.gov%7Cfd09666e71674d02ce1f08d6667b9820%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C636809078370480679&sdata=Qbsekf%2F0fXiBN8nQepRFY5M8ayKhP6h6S%2FfPqETwdDE%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Flinks.govdelivery.com%3A80%2Ftrack%3Ftype%3Dclick%26enid%3DZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTgxMjIwLjk5MzIwMDExJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE4MTIyMC45OTMyMDAxMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE4MDMwMjIzJmVtYWlsaWQ9bWVyaWNhLmEudHJpcHBAbWFpbmUuZ292JnVzZXJpZD1tZXJpY2EuYS50cmlwcEBtYWluZS5nb3YmZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg%3D%3D%26%26%26113%26%26%26https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cms.gov%2FMedicare%2FMedicare-Fee-for-Service-Payment%2FAcuteInpatientPPS%2FFY2019-IPPS-Final-Rule-Home-Page.html&data=02%7C01%7Cmerica.a.tripp%40maine.gov%7Cfd09666e71674d02ce1f08d6667b9820%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C636809078370480679&sdata=Qbsekf%2F0fXiBN8nQepRFY5M8ayKhP6h6S%2FfPqETwdDE%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Flinks.govdelivery.com%3A80%2Ftrack%3Ftype%3Dclick%26enid%3DZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTgxMjIwLjk5MzIwMDExJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE4MTIyMC45OTMyMDAxMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE4MDMwMjIzJmVtYWlsaWQ9bWVyaWNhLmEudHJpcHBAbWFpbmUuZ292JnVzZXJpZD1tZXJpY2EuYS50cmlwcEBtYWluZS5nb3YmZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg%3D%3D%26%26%26114%26%26%26https%3A%2F%2Fwww.federalregister.gov%2Fdocuments%2F2018%2F12%2F17%2F2018-27198%2Fmedicare-and-medicaid-programs-and-other-program-initiatives-and-priorities-request-for-nominations&data=02%7C01%7Cmerica.a.tripp%40maine.gov%7Cfd09666e71674d02ce1f08d6667b9820%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C636809078370490687&sdata=JUPsEtebQWWX3wereG2kHjrmRvVDfhJhKmv2UVzSpPw%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Flinks.govdelivery.com%3A80%2Ftrack%3Ftype%3Dclick%26enid%3DZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTgxMjIwLjk5MzIwMDExJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE4MTIyMC45OTMyMDAxMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE4MDMwMjIzJmVtYWlsaWQ9bWVyaWNhLmEudHJpcHBAbWFpbmUuZ292JnVzZXJpZD1tZXJpY2EuYS50cmlwcEBtYWluZS5nb3YmZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg%3D%3D%26%26%26115%26%26%26https%3A%2F%2Fwww.federalregister.gov%2Fdocuments%2F2018%2F12%2F14%2F2018-27162%2Frequest-for-information-on-modifying-hipaa-rules-to-improve-coordinated-care&data=02%7C01%7Cmerica.a.tripp%40maine.gov%7Cfd09666e71674d02ce1f08d6667b9820%7C413fa8ab207d4b629bcdea1a8f2f864e%7C0%7C0%7C636809078370500696&sdata=vN7Cu9ZwV8Tmv9KF4gzzBMH7kZ%2BtkCMszTcyPPt5EO4%3D&reserved=0


(HIPAA).  This is the federal provision that requires health care providers to safeguard the privacy 
and security of their  patients’ medical records and other data known as “protected health 
information,” or PHI.  In this request, the OCR seeks to remove regulatory obstacles and decrease 
regulatory burdens in order to facilitate efficient care coordination while preserving the privacy and 
security of PHI.  There is particular focus on the opioid crisis with this request. 

 
Resources, Learning Events and Technical Assistance 

Supporting Rural Programs Through Telehealth – Thursday, December 20 at 1:00 pm 
ET.  Rural PREP, the collaborative for Rural Primary Care, Research, Education and Practice, 
holds this one-hour webinar to review telehealth as a means of education, collaboration and 
supervision for rural health care providers. 

AgriSafe: Ergonomic Safety for Farm Women – Tuesday, January 8 at 1:00 pm ET.  In this 
hour-long webinar, AgriSafe’s Clinical Director will  identify ergonomic issues leading to 
musculoskeletal injuries for women in farm and ranch work and review resources for injury 
prevention.  

 
Approaching Deadlines 

Comments Requested: Recommendation for Preventing Spread of HIV – December 26 

NHSC: Students to Service Loan Repayment Program – EXTENDED to December 27 

Rural Economic Development Loan and Grant Program – December 31 

Comments Requested: Telehealth for Substance Use Disorder Treatment – December 31 

Comments Requested:  Implementing Provisions of the Bipartisan Budget Act (BBA) of 
2018 – December 31 

Comments Requested: Medicare Part B Drug Pricing – December 31   

All Hospitals Must Make Standard Charges Public – Effective January 1 

NIH High-Priority Research on Aging – Letters of Intent January 1 

Nominations: Committee on Heritable Disorders in Newborns and Children – January 4 

Support for Enrollment of Children in Medicaid and CHIP – Letters of Intent January 4 

Tribal Behavioral Health Grant Program – January 4 

AHRQ Dissemination of Research for Unhealthy Alcohol Use – January 4 

NIH High Priority-Research on Aging – February 1 

Research Fellowships for American Voices Project – First Round January 7 
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Advanced Nursing Education Workforce (ANEW) – January 8 

Comments Requested: Changing Privacy Regulations in HIPAA – February 12 

AmeriCorps VISTA Seeking Proposals for Community Projects – January 14 

Physician Assistant Program for Primary Care Enhancement – January 14 

Comments Requested:  Proposals for Medicaid and CHIP Managed Care Regulations – 
January 14 

Rural Communities Opioid Response Planning – January 15 

Geriatrics Academic Career Award Program – January 15 

Nominations:  Advisory Panel for Outreach and Education – January 16 

Rural Residency Planning and Development Program – Letters of Intent January 17 

Environmental Public Health Internship Program – January 18 

Comments Requested: Proposed Drug Pricing Changes for Medicare Advantage (MA) and 
Part D Plans – January 25 

Support for Enrollment of Children in Medicaid and CHIP – January 28 

Funding for Integrating Behavioral Health and Primary Care – January 28  

DOJ Grants for Culturally-Specific Sexual Assault Services – Letters of Intent January 30 

USDA Rural Energy for America Program – January 31 

Environmental Cleanup Through Brownfields Grants – January 31 

Funding for Patient-Centered Outcomes Research – Letters of Intent February 1 

Tribal College Extension Special Emphasis – February 1 

NIH Researching HIT for Health Disparities – Letters of Intent February 4 

Geriatrics Workforce Enhancement Program – February 6 

Research Fellowships for American Voices Project – Second Round February 7 

Rural Veterans Health Access Program – February 12 

Grants for Patient-Centered Outcomes Research Institute (PCORI) – February 12 

DOJ Grants for Culturally-Specific Sexual Assault Services – February 13 
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Rural Health Innovation and Transformation Technical Assistance – February 22 

Public Safety and Victim Services in Tribal Communities – February 26 

NIH Researching HIT for Health Disparities – March 4 

Advanced Nursing Education Nurse Practitioner Residency Program – March 4 

Rural Residency Planning and Development Program – March 4 

Rural Primary Care SBIRT for Maternal Opioid Use – March 29 

Indian Health Service Loan Repayment Program – Ongoing through August 2019 

Guaranteed Loans for Rural Rental Housing – Ongoing through 2021 

Telecommunications Infrastructure Loans – Ongoing 

Funding for Rural Water and Waste Disposal Projects –  Ongoing 

Drinking Water and Waste Disposal for Rural and Native Alaskan Villages – Ongoing 

HIT Strategies for Patient-Reported Outcome Measures – Ongoing 

HIT to Improve Health Care Quality and Outcomes – Ongoing 

Community Facilities Program –  Ongoing 

Summer Food Service Program – Ongoing 
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